
1 John
A Look at the Book

Purpose
To reassure Christians in their faith
and to counter false teachings

Author
The Apostle John

To Whom Written
The letter is untitled and was
written to no particular church. It
was sent as a pastoral letter to
several Gentile congregations. It
was also written to all believers
everywhere.

Date Written
Probably between 85-90 AD

from Ephesus

Setting
John was an older man and per-
haps the only surviving apostle at
this time. He had not yet been
banished to the island of Patmos,
where he would live in exile. As an
eyewitness of Christ, he wrote
authoritatively to give this new
generation of believers assurance
and confidence in God and in their
faith.

Key Verse
“I write this to you who believe in
the Son of God, so that you may
know you have eternal life.” 5:13

Key People
John and Jesus

Special Features
John is the apostle of love, and
love is mentioned throughout this
letter. There are a number of
similarities between this letter and
John’s Gospel — in vocabulary,
style, and main ideas. John uses
brief statements and simple words,
and he features sharp contrasts —
light and darkness, truth and error,
God and Satan, life and death,
love and hate.

Used Tyndale’s “Life Application Bible” (NLT)

An Overview (5 Chapters)

• God Is Light (1:1-2:29)

• God Is Love (3:1-4:21)

• God Is Life (5:1-21)

Major Themes

Sin

Even Christians sin. Sin requires God’s forgiveness, and Christ’s
death provides it for us. Determining to live according to God’s
standards in the Bible show that our life is being transformed.

Love

Christ commands us to love others as He love us. This love is
evidence that we are truly saved. God is the Creator of love; He
cares that His children love each other.

Family of God

We become God’s children by believing in Christ. God’s life in us
enables us to love our fellow family members.

Truth and Error

Teaching that the physical body does not matter, false teachers
encouraged believers to throw off moral restraints. They also taught
that Christ wasn’t really a man and that we must be saved by
having some special mystical knowldege. The result was that people
became indifferent to sin. Don’t be led astray by any teaching that
denies Christ’ deity or humanity. Check the message; test the
claims.

Assurance

God is in control of heaven and earth. Because His word is true, we
can have assurance of eternal life and victory over sin. By faith we
can be certain of our eternal destiny with Him.
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