
Joshua
A Look at the Book

Purpose
To give the history of Israel’s
conquest of the Promised Land

Meaning of Joshua
Literally means “Jehovah is
salvation” or “Jehovah saves”

Penman
Joshua, except for the ending
which may have been written by
the High Priest, Phinehas, an
eyewitness to the events
recounted there

Date Written
Unsure

Setting
Canaan, also called the Promised
Land, which occupied the same
general geographical territory of
modern-day Israel

Key People
Joshua, Rahab, Achan, Phinehas,
Eleazar

Key Places
Jericho, Ai, Mount Ebal, Mount
Gerizim, Gibeon, Gilgal, Shiloh,
Shechem

Key Verse
“Go through the camp and tell the
people to get their provisions
ready. In three days you will cross
the Jordan River and take posses-
sion of the land the Lord your God
has given you.” 1:11

Special Feature
Of all the Israelites, Joshua and
Caleb were the only two who left
Egypt and entered the Promised
Land.

Used Tyndale’s “Life Application Bible” (NLT)

An Overview (24 Chapters)

• Entering the Promised Land (1:1-5:12)

• Conquering the Promised Land (5:13-12:24)

• Dividing the Promised Land (13:1-24:33)

Major Themes

Success

God gave success to the Israelites when they obeyed His master
plan, not when they followed their own desires. Victory comes when
we trust in Him rather than in our military power, our money, our
muscles, or our mental capacity. God’s work done in God’s way will
bring His success.

Faith

The Israelites demonstrated their faith by trusting God daily to save
and guide them. By noticing how God fulfilled His promises in the
past, they developed strong confidence that He would be faithful in
the future.

Guidance

God gave instructions to Israel for every aspect of their lives.
Guidance from God for our daily lives can be found in His Word. By
staying in touch with God, we will have the needed wisdom to meet
the great challenges of life.

Leadership

Joshua was an example of an excellent leader. He was confident in
God’s strength, courageous in the face of opposition, and willing to
seek God’s advice. To be a strong leader like Joshua, we must be
ready to listen and to move quickly when God instructs us. Once we
have His instructions, we must be diligent to carry them out.

Conquest

God commanded His people to conquer the Canaanites and take all
of their land. Unfortunately, Israel never finished the job. They were
faithful in accomplishing their mission at first, but their commitment
faltered. To love God means more than being enthusiastic about Him.
We must complete all the work He gives to us and apply His instruc-
tions to every aspect of our lives.
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