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Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 3 
God’s Gift of Marriage 
Ephesians 5:22-33; Titus 2:1-6 

10/14/12 

 
Ephesians 5:22-33 
I. God gave marriage eternal significance. 

A. He designed it to reflect Christ’s love for His Church. 
1. Jesus loved unlovely people. 

Ezekiel 16:4-14 
a. He caused the dead to live. 
b. He set His love on unwanted people; He covenanted with us. 
c. He made us His own. 

2. Jesus sacrificed for His Church. 
a. He gave up Himself... 
b. To sanctify her. 

3. Jesus will never forsake or abandon His Church. (Heb. 13:4-5) 
Implications 
a. This is why God is set against divorce. 
b. This is why a husband’s neglect of his family is so shameful.  

When you realize that your marriage is a small reflection of Jesus’ love for His Church and 
the Church’s submission Jesus, then you realize that divorce shatters that image and 
mars it for all watching. You do everything in your power to maintain the unity of your 
marriage. 

B. He designed it to reflect the Church’s submission to Christ. 
1. He is her head – her leader and authority. 
2. She finds joy in following Him and submitting to Him. 

II. God made marriage temporary. 
A. It is not ultimate. 

Marriage is not what we were made for. It is a part of life, but it is not what life is all about. 
Implications 
This should dispel any wrong ideas that we have about marriage. 
1. “It will fix my problems.” 

“It will help me get out of the mess I’m in – my family issues or conflicts, my bondage to 
sexual lust, etc.” 

No person or human relationship can change your circumstances or transform your heart. 
Only Jesus can make you different. 

2. “It will make me happy.” 
“If I find the right guy or girl, then I’ll be happy.” 
No person can satisfy. God gives us wonderful joy in our human relationships and especially 

in marriage. But if you pursue happiness in a person, you are expecting the impossible 
from them; you are expecting them to be something or someone that God never 
intended them to be. Only a relationship with God brings true joy and happiness. 

B. God is ultimate. 
1. Pursue God in marriage. 
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If you try to have a marriage that works, that is satisfying, that is joy-filled without God, it will 
all come crumbling down. 

2. Pursue God in singleness. 
Some of you may never be married. That doesn’t mean that you are second-class people or 

that you missed God’s will for you or that you made a mistake. God gives the gift of 
singleness to some people just like He gives the gift of marriage to others. 

“While Scripture commends marriage as ordained of God and good (1 Tim. 4:3–5), it also 
commends singleness as a life of extraordinary purpose and contribution, never speaking 
of any fundamental loss but only extolling the potential gain of the single life devoted to 
God (1 Cor. 7:25–35). Since human marriage is the shadow of the reality of the union of 
Christ and the church (Eph. 5:32), no believing single will miss out on the reality of 
marriage even if God calls him or her to live without the shadow.” (Bruce Ware’s chapter 
on “Male and Female Complementarity and the Image of God” in Biblical Foundations for 
Manhood and Womanhood) 

You can have a life that is just as full and satisfying and purposeful as someone who is 
married. Because we weren’t made to be married; we were made to know God! 

3. Pursue God in preparation for marriage. 
a. The best way to prepare for marriage is to pursue God!  
b. Be the godly man or woman that God wants you to be now. 
Titus 2:1-6 – But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 2 Older men are to be 

sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 
3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much 
wine. They are to teach what is good, 4 and so train the young women to love their 
husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and 
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. 6 Likewise, 
urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 

Application 
Men 

What type of man does God want you to be? 
1. Self-controlled (reasonable, sensible, keep one’s head) 

a. Mind 
(1) Pleasure 

We are so governed by what feels good and what we want to do. 
(2) Lust 

We have to “keep our heads” in the war we are raging. We have to be fighting; if 
we’re not fighting, then we’re giving in. 

b. Tongue 
Sarcasm – unkindness  
It is so easy to use a quick tongue and wit to get laughs, but that can easily degenerate 

into cutting others down who are made in God’s image. 
c. Spirit 

Anger at a teacher, ref, opponent 
2. Loving 

a. Sacrificing – denying myself for the good of others 
b. Humble – considering others more important than self 
c. Kind – being gracious and gentle to all, despite their appearance or personality 
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Guys, God has called wives to submit to and respect their own husbands. A wife is to respect her 
husband because she is respecting Christ, not because her husband deserves to be respected. 
But we ought to strive to be men who are worthy of respect, and we do that by pursuing 
God. 

A guy who watches TV or who plays video games every spare moment he has is not worthy of 
respect. A guy who demeans girls (who talks down to them, insults them, jokes about making 
them submit) is not worthy of respect. A guy who habitually indulges in porn or other sexual 
sin is not worthy of respect. 

Application 
Some of you guys need to get up off the couch and empty the dishwasher for your mom. Some of 

you need to walk away from the gaming consul and mow the lawn for your dad. Some of you 
need to get out of bed on Saturday morning and come to a church outreach (yard care, men’s 
breakfast, etc). Some of you need to step away from watching soccer or football this coming 
Saturday night and come to the Rescue Mission. 

Women 
What type of woman does God want you to be? 
1. Self-controlled (prudent, sensible and moderate in behavior) 

a. Tongue 
Slander – gossip 

b. Spirit 
A moody person is not a joyful person. Circumstances impact their attitude. (“She said” or 

“He did” or “My teacher did” or “My parents won’t let me”) 
Selfishness – what I want or think should happen – rules our spirits too often. 

2. Submitting 
Are you submitting to and following the authorities you have right now – your dad primarily? 

3. Helping 
Are you using your God-given gifts and abilities to assist others? Are you trying to be in the 

limelight, or are you trying to make others successful? 
Ladies, God has called husbands to love their wives as Jesus loves the Church, so we’re supposed 

to sacrifice for and provide for our wives even when they don’t deserve it. But you ought to 
strive to be women who are easy to sacrifice for, who are grateful for provision and care. 

Application 
Some of you need to submit to your dad. You’ve fought his authority for too long; you don’t 

respect your dad, and you nag and question him to death. You’re embarrassed about him; 
you don’t want him around when you’re with your peers. You cut him down with other girls 
or guys. And you think that you’re going to respect your husband in marriage?? 

Some of you need to start being grateful when a guy does something nice or thoughtful for you. 
You act like you deserve it, or you don’t take any notice of him; maybe it’s a guy that you 
think is not even worth your attention.  

 
Conclusion  
God has given us a wonderful gift in marriage, but if we focus on that to the exclusion of God, our 

marriages will never be what He intends. 
We must pursue God no matter what our marital status. We must strive to be godly, Christlike men and 

women no matter where we are in life. If we do those things, then our marriages (if and when God 
gives them to us) will be the reflections of Jesus and His Church that God wants them to be. 


