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Biblical Manhood and Womanhood 2 
God’s Gift of Sex 

Genesis 1:27-28, 31 
10/7/12 

 
I. God made sex. 

Gen. 1:27-28, 31 – So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. (28) And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." (31) And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
A. He instituted it. 

1. It was His idea and His creation. 
2. He instructed the man and woman (“Be fruitful and multiply.”). 

B. He talks about it. 
1. He addresses it purely and discreetly. 

a. He recounts how He created it (Genesis). 
b. He sets boundaries around it (Law, Proverbs). 
c. He reveals the purpose for it (Genesis, Song of Solomon). 

2. We should talk about it purely and discreetly. 
Avoid 2 extremes. 
a. Failing to talk about sex (e.g. because of embarrassment or extreme “modesty”) 
b. Obsessing about sex 

(1) Lust: I want it now. 
(2) Fear: I don’t know if I’ll ever experience it. 

It is a gift from God; it must not be our god. 
Our world talks about it in an unhealthy, crude, and degrading way. Believers should talk 

about it in safe, appropriate settings (specifically family and church) in order to rejoice in 
what God says and to resist the lies which the world asserts. 

II. God made sex very good. 
Gen. 1:31 – And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
A. He made it enjoyable. 

Prov. 5:18-19 – Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, (19) a lovely 
deer, a graceful doe… be intoxicated always in her love. 
Song of Solomon 

B. He made it unifying. 
Gen. 2:24 – Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 
Matt. 19:4-6 – He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

C. He made it mutually satisfying. 
1. Spouses serve each other, not themselves. 
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This is not about one gender dominating another. 
2. By doing so they please themselves. 
1 Cor. 7:3-4 – The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her 
husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. 
Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 

D. He made it to bring new life. 
Gen. 1:28 – And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it.” 

Transition: So God made sex, and He made it very good. But how is it “painted” today? How is it 
communicated to us today? What do you hear about sex (e.g. school, friends, media)? 

III. God made sex sacred. 
Sacred: something is worthy of respect or reverence because it is dedicated to God or associated 

with Him 
A. He gave it eternal significance. 

1. Marriage reflects the unity and diversity of the Trinity. 
a. God is 3 in 1 and 1 in 3. 
b. God made man to be 2 in 1. (Matt. 19:4-6) 

“Sexuality within marriage is precious to God. It is designed by Him to show equality and 
difference and unity all at the same time.” (Biblical Foundations for Manhood and 
Womanhood, 54-55) 

2. Marriage reflects the unity of Jesus and His Church. 
Eph. 5:22-33 
Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her. (25) 
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 

husbands. (24) 
These verses do not deal with sex specifically; they are talking about the marriage 

relationship in general. However, the sexual relationship is a part of marriage. 
3. Marriage and sex are temporary. 

Matt. 22:30 – For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven. 
a. They are temporary in life. 

Husbands die; wives die; the marriage relationship and the sexual relationship don’t last. 
b. They are temporary in light of eternity. 

There will not be marriage or sexual relations in Heaven. 
Why? Because marriage and sex point toward something much greater and more beautiful – 

our relationship with God himself! 
B. He restricts sex. 

Illustration: If something is valuable and precious to you, you’re going to be very careful how you 
treat it and how others treat it. Asher is very enamored with shiny and colorful things, but I 
am not going to let him take Liz’s engagement or wedding ring and play with it outside. 

God values sex highly, so He is very concerned how we treat it! 
1. In His mercy God pours out dire consequences on those who abuse sex. 

a. Emptiness 
Solomon had 700 hundred wives and 300 mistresses (1 Kings 11:3). 
Ecc. 2:8, 11 – I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I got singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the delight of the 
sons of man. (11) Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had 
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expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was 
nothing to be gained under the sun. 

b. Loss of honor and dignity 
Prov. 6:32-33 – He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys himself. 
(33) He will get wounds and dishonor, and his disgrace will not be wiped away. 

c. Physical deterioration 
Prov. 5:11-12 – and at the end of your life you groan, when your flesh and body are 
consumed, and you say, “How I hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof!” 

d. Destruction 
Prov. 7:21-27 – With much seductive speech she persuades him; with her smooth talk she 
compels him. (22) All at once he follows her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a stag is 
caught fast (23) till an arrow pierces its liver; as a bird rushes into a snare; he does not 
know that it will cost him his life. (24) And now, O sons, listen to me, and be attentive to 
the words of my mouth. (25) Let not your heart turn aside to her ways; do not stray into 
her paths, (26) for many a victim has she laid low, and all her slain are a mighty throng. 
(27) Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death. 

Why is God so serious about sex? Why does He place so many fences around it and pour out so 
many devastating consequences on those who don’t follow His plan for it? 

Because sex is sacred! God designed it to reflect our relationship with Him. 
Example: God has said that He will never leave or forsake us. So He calls us never to leave or 

forsake the husband or wife that He will give or has given us; we obey so that we can 
reflect His undying commitment to us. 

Implications 
a. That means that you don’t look at porn because that would be unfaithfulness to the 

husband or wife God has for you, and it would not be reflecting God’s faithful love to 
you. 

b. That means that you don’t read sex-filled books because that would be unfaithfulness 
to the husband or wife that God has for you, and it would not be reflecting God’s 
faithful love to you. 

c. That means that you don’t joke about sex with other people or talk to anyone about 
engaging in it because that would be unfaithfulness to the husband or wife that God 
has for you, and it would not be reflecting God’s faithful love to you. 

“One’s conception of sex reveals one’s conception of God.” (Chris Anderson) 
If our view of sex is cheap and dirty and demeaning, then our view of God is very low; we 

do not esteem Him as being great and holy and beautiful. 
But if our view of sex is reverent and pure and even anticipatory, then that may reflect 

that our view of God is reverent.  
2. It is not man’s place to alter it. 

Homosexuality is a huge issue in our culture, and there are some statements that you may 
have heard or that you may hear. 
(1) “I was born this way.” Or “It’s natural for me.” 

(a) For some this is an excuse to sin. 
We are all born sinners; that doesn’t justify our sinful actions. 
Some people are born with a tendency to lie; some people are born with a 

tendency to steal; some people are born with a tendency toward anger. Some 
people are born with a tendency toward homosexuality. 
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I was born an adulterer at heart. Does that mean that I can justify surfing around 
the internet looking at other women? Does that mean that I can justify 
sleeping around with other women? No!! God had to do and is still doing a 
radical, transforming work in my heart.  

“A lot of what comes naturally to us is wicked.” (Chris Anderson) 
(b) For some this is a legitimate temptation. 

Each of us has dispositions or tendencies toward certain sins. A disposition toward 
a sin or a tendency to be tempted in a particular area does not make me a 
sinner in that area. It is only when I give in to the temptation and indulge in 
sinful thoughts or behaviors that I am actually sinning. 

If you are tempted with homosexuality, that does not make you a homosexual or a 
pervert. A person could struggle with homosexual temptations all their life and 
still be victorious through the power of Jesus. 

(2) “I can choose how to express my sexuality.” 
In one sense, yes, you can choose. God has given man the ability to choose to obey 

Him or to rebel against Him. 
But any expression of sexuality which deviates from God’s intended plan (one man 

and one woman in a lifelong, covenant relationship) is an act of rebellion against 
God. 

God will punish any act of rebellion against Him, whether it is sexual or not. (Romans 
1:18-32, God condemns all sin – homosexuality, pride, rebellion against parents, 
etc.) 

(3) “The Bible really doesn’t say that homosexuality is a sin.” 
Lev. 18:22 – You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  
Matt. 19:4-6 – He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 
6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let 
not man separate.” 
1 Tim. 1:9-10 – understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for 
the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, 
for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, (10) the sexually 
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound doctrine, 

(4) “I’m gay, and I’m a Christian.” 
This is really hard because more and more today there are people who have 

professed faith in Christ and who are really nice people who also declare 
themselves to be gay. 

Let me answer it by going to one final passage. 
1 Cor. 6:9-11 – Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, (10) nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (11) And such 
were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

C. He rescues repentant sinners from their abuse of sex. 
1. God is in the business of bringing sinners out of their sin. 
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2. God transforms sinners enslaved by sexual sin. 
3. God restores His children who have yielded to sexual sin. 
So, a child of God could give in to homosexual thoughts or actions just like he or she could give in 

to gossip or disobedience to parents or greed. However, a true child of God will not and 
cannot remain in an ongoing pattern of sin. God’s purpose is to bring us all out of our sin and 
to make us more like His Son, Jesus! 

Conclusion  
God has made sex; He made it very good; He made it sacred. 
We must reverence and honor sex as a gift from the God whom we are to reverence and honor. 
 


