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Our Responses to the Person and Work of Christ 
Ephesians 4:17-24 

5/13/12 
 
Learning of Jesus leads to action! 

I. Learning of Jesus leads to putting off. 
A. Put off (ἀποθέσθαι): lay aside or rid oneself of 
B. The old (παλαιὸν) man: pertaining to that which is obsolete or inferior because of being old 
C. How? 

1. Reject the former ways of life. 
2. Pursue renewal. 
3. Incorporate aspects of the new life. 

 
II. Learning of Jesus leads to renewal. 

A. Our minds need to be made new. 
1. We need to think differently than we naturally do. 
2. Unbelievers’ thinking is characterized by… 

a. Futility 
b. Darkness 
c. Ignorance 

3. Unbelieving thinking leads to… 
a. Hardness of heart 
b. Callousness 
c. Sensuality 
d. Greediness for impurity 

B. We cannot and do not renew ourselves. 
Since we naturally think in an anti-God way, we cannot correct our own thinking. 
1. How does our culture work to shape our thinking? Through what means? 
2. In what areas do we tend to think like unbelievers? In what areas is our culture working to shape 

our thinking? 
a. Morals 

(1) Sex outside of marriage 
It has become the acceptable thing to have sex before you’re married, and people who 
don’t are considered weird. Where is this perception coming from? It comes from our 
depraved, rebellious hearts, but it’s often worked out through entertainment – movies 
which make it look so desirable and so good outside of God’s boundaries. 

(2) Homosexuality 
The idea that Christians can practice a homosexual lifestyle is growing rapidly in our nation 
and even in many churches. How should we think about this issue? If you just listen to the 
opinions of people around you (people at school, people through the media, even friends or 
family members), you will draw your own conclusions.  
But what does God say??!!  
1 Cor. 6:9-11 – Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
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practice homosexuality, (10) nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God. 
His Word is very clear that a homosexual lifestyle is sin, but it’s also very clear that He will 
forgive and cleanse and change people who have a homosexual bent or lifestyle just like He 
will forgive and cleanse and change a person who is greedy or who is a thief. Our world is 
becoming more and more antagonistic to this message, but we cannot forsake God’s truth. 
We must lovingly and graciously proclaim what He says, not what we or others around us 
think. 

b. Religions 
The mindset through much of our culture and our world: “You can believe what you want and I 
will believe what I want. What you believe is good for you, and what I believe is good for me. 
We’re both OK. I’m happy to hear what you believe, but don’t force it on me.” 
It’s easy to think that we shouldn’t talk about Jesus because other people really aren’t 
interested in Him; we shouldn’t try to force our beliefs on others. 
But what does God say??!! 
John 14:6 – Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
Jesus is the only way to God – the only way of salvation, and we must proclaim that truth. We 
can and should be loving and gracious; but we must speak, and we must speak the truth. 

C. We are renewed by the Spirit through the Word. 
James 1:21 –Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the 

implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
1. The Word is of vital importance! 
2. We must know the Word in order to know Jesus. 
3. We must know the Word in order to think and live like Jesus. 

The Word has great power, and it can and will change your thinking and your life! 
 

III. Learning of Jesus leads to putting on. 
A. Put on (ἐνδύσασθαι): the taking on of characteristics, virtues, intentions, etc. 
B. New (καινὸν) man: that which is recent in contrast to something old, in the sense that what is old has 

become obsolete and should be replaced by what is new. The new is superior in kind to the old. 
(BDAG) 

C. How? 
1. Obey the Word you have received. 
2. Be holy. 

a. Unique and set apart for God 
b. Separate from sin 

 
Conclusion 
Learning of Jesus should never leave us unchanged. He is serious about working transformational, lasting 

change in the lives of those who believe in Him. 
So is your thinking changing because you are receiving the Word? As your thinking is changing is your living 

changing to look more and more like Jesus? 


