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Christ the Greatest Priest 
Hebrews 7:11-28 (23-28) 
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Background 
In Hebrews 7 there is a contrast between the high priests which came from Aaron’s line/family and a 

different line of priest - Melchizedek. 
Who was Melchizedek? 

In Genesis 14 Abraham’s nephew, Lot, and a lot of people from Sodom are captured by some 
invading kings. Abraham takes 318 of his servants and goes to rescue Lot and his family. Abraham 
is successful, and he brings Lot and other people from Sodom back to their city. On the way back 
Abraham meets a man called Melchizedek; he is called King of Salem and priest of God. We don’t 
know much about Melchizedek at all; the Bible does not list his parents/family tree, nor does it 
tell about his death. So Melchizedek is unique. 

Jesus is called a priest after the line of Melchizedek because He is a different kind of priest from the 
Aaronic types. 

I. Jesus is an eternal priest. (23-25) 
A. He lives eternally. 

1. He is the only One. (23) 
a. Aaronic priests were many. 
b. Because they kept on dying. 

2. He does not die. (24) 
a. His priesthood is permanent. 
b. Because He continues forever. 

B. He saves completely. (25) 
1. He is able to save all who come to God through Him. 
2. He is able to save entirely everyone who comes to Him. 

C. He intercedes continually. (25) 
1. He lives always. 
2. To intercede for those who come to God through Him. 

This is the reason that He lives eternally – He is serving His people by praying for us. 
II. Jesus is a holy priest. (26-28) 

A. His character is pure. (26) 
1. Holy: “He is like God and in every respect without sin.”1

  

2. Innocent: “The adjective holy concerns the inner disposition of Jesus; the word blameless 
relates to his external life.”2

  

3. Unstained: “Although Jesus lived on earth and ministered to sinful people, he himself 
remained undefiled. He may be compared with a physician who works among the sick at the 
time of an epidemic, but who is immune. Jesus is unstained by sin.”3

  

4. Separated from sinners 
a. Removed by His ascent 
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b. Distinct by His sinlessness 
5. Exalted above the heavens: “Jesus occupies the highest position imaginable.”4 

B. He has no need to sacrifice continually. (27) 
1. He needs no sacrifice for sin. 
2. He has made one sacrifice for others. 

C. His sacrifice for others is perfect. (27) 
1. His sacrifice is pure. 
2. Its effect is eternal. 

Summary 
The OT Law appointed priests who were weak because of their sinfulness, and they died. The new word 

of God – His promise/oath – has appointed one perfect Priest; He is the very Son of God who is 
completely righteous. 

Conclusion and Application 
Draw near to God THROUGH Jesus. 

1. Draw near for hope through salvation. (7:19) 
a. People have always needed an intermediary with God. 

Jesus is the only perfectly holy One. 
We cannot interact with God or obtain His forgiveness on our own. (7:11, 18-19) 
Unsaved: We can’t work ourselves to God; we can’t earn His favor. 
Saved: We still need forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Do you ever ask Jesus to forgive you from sin? 
I’m afraid that some of you just don’t need Jesus. You would say that you do, but you act as 

though you don’t. You come to church and youth group on Sundays, but the rest of the 
week Jesus has no part in your life. It’s as if you were an Israelite and you never went to 
the high priest to have him offer a sacrifice for your sins. 

b. People have always needed true life. 
Jesus is the only One who will never die.  
Even God’s priests served him and then died. Everyone in human history has lived and then 

died. You will die. Are you believing in the One who is eternal – the One who will never 
die? 

2. Draw near for fellowship through prayer. 
Jesus allows us to draw near to God in fellowship and prayer. He is always talking to God for His 

children. Do you talk to God? 
If not, do you realize how ungrateful that is? 

Functionally, we act like we don’t need Jesus when we never talk to Him, never pray through 
Him to God, never thank Him for the sacrifice (Himself) that He offered for us.  

 
He is our eternal, holy High Priest. Let us draw near to God through Him!  
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