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I. Jesus is the source of Life. (1) 

I am the true vine. 
Why did Jesus say that He is the true vine? 

There are other “vines” which are not genuine. There are other objects in this world which offer to 
give true life, but they cannot. 

We so easily attach ourselves to other gods – to other things that offer satisfaction and joy and 
peace, but they don’t satisfy because they aren’t the true source of life; they aren’t the true vine. 
But Jesus is the true vine – the source of true life.  

II. The Father knows and cares for His children. (1-3)  

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 

prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
Jesus is giving us a picture of our relationship to Him and His relationship with us. 
There are 3 parts to this picture, and they represent the 3 parties in the relationship. 

Vine: Jesus 
Vinedresser/farmer: God the Father 

1 – He takes away every branch that doesn’t bear fruit. 
God knows which branches are bearing fruit and which branches are not, and He will take 

away the branches which aren’t fruitful. 
“Take away” has the idea of removing and destroying. 
 

2 – He prunes every branch which does bear fruit. 
He plans for the branches to be very fruitful, so He knows how they need to be changed and 

cut in order to bear more fruit. 
He uses His Word to do this. Jesus says to his disciples (his true followers) that they are 

already pruned/cleaned by the word that He has spoken to them. 
 
Application: Guys, this shows the importance of God’s Word; it is the means by which He 

prunes His branches – His people – so that they will bear more fruit. You need to be in the 
Word; you need to be reading it. 

Branches: people (some vitally connected to Jesus and some not) 
The great essential is that we are bearing fruit! 

III. Jesus calls His people to remain in Him. 
A. We cannot bear fruit by ourselves. (3-5) 

Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 
it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

We bear fruit by remaining in the Vine – Jesus. 
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Here is our great responsibility – we are to remain in Jesus and allow Him to remain in us! 
This is not a one-time, “I’m saved and now everything is OK.” This is continual, day-by-day 
living in Jesus and allowing Him to live in us. 

Why must we remain in Jesus day after day? Because only through Him will fruit come out in 
our lives. 

Remember, because we are branches, this is our purpose; this is why God made us branches 
in Jesus the vine – so that we would bear fruit. 

A branch can’t bear fruit by itself; it doesn’t happen. Fruit only comes out on a branch as that 
branch is connected to the life-source – the vine. 

So Jesus makes it very clear that we cannot bear fruit if we’re not connected to Him. Apart 
from Him we can do nothing! 

Application: Some of you really struggle with anger toward your parents. Because of the 
rules your dad puts on you or because of the things your mom tells you to do or don’t do, 
you get angry. Some of you tell your parents off; some of you hold in your anger and boil. 

Either way, God shows you that it is wrong; it is not a fruit that comes from abiding in the 
vine – Jesus. So now what do you do? Do you try harder next time and determine that 
you’re not going to get angry? No! We can’t bear fruit on our own. 

We have to turn back to our Savior and beg Him to cause His life with its righteousness and 
kindness and patience and love to flow through us. (We’ll see how to do this more 
practically in a few minutes.) 

B. Fruitless branches will be thrown away. (6) 
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 

If a branch does not bear fruit, it shows that it is not vitally connected to the vine; it does not 
have Jesus’ life flowing through it. 

Even those branches which look like they are connected to Jesus can be fruitless. That shows that 
they have no true connection with Him, and they are dead. These branches will be thrown 
away; they will wither; and they will be burned. 

Application: This is a serious warning for us! If you are not remaining in Jesus and He is not 
remaining in you, you do not have His life flowing through you. And if you do not have His life 
in you, you will not bear fruit, you will wither, and you will be destroyed. 

It is easy to profess that we know Jesus, but Jesus doesn’t want a profession. He wants us to 
abide in Him. Are you remaining in Him? Are you allowing Him to remain in you? Does His life 
flow through you bearing fruit in your life? Do you see fruit which reflects Jesus coming out in 
your life? 

C. Remaining in Jesus has powerful outcomes. (7-8) 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
1. We can ask for whatever we desire, and it will be done. 

In this verse we get a clearer idea of how this abiding works. Jesus abides in us when His 
words abide in us! 

Remember in v. 3, Jesus said that His disciples were clean because His Word had pruned 
them. When His words abide in us and we are remaining in Him, our minds and thoughts 
begin to become more like His. When Jesus’ words abide in us, we can ask for whatever 
we wish because what we wish for will be His wishes. 
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That’s the exciting part about letting Jesus’ Word remain/stay in us; our minds are changed to 
be more like His. Our desires and wishes become more like His. What we want in life is 
what He wants for us and for others. 

2. Our fruit glorifies God. 
Ultimately, when Jesus’ words remain in us, we will begin to bear fruit. When we bear fruit, it 

is not for our praise. A branch cannot create fruit on itself. Fruit comes from the life that 
is flowing through the branch, and the fruit is cultivated by the pruning of the 
vinedresser. 

Illustration: When a branch in a vineyard bears a good bunch of grapes, people don’t praise 
that branch for its good work. They praise the vinedresser who took care of the vine, and 
they recognize that the vine must be a good vine. 

So all glory for any fruit in our lives goes to Jesus for His life that is flowing through us and 
to the Father for His pruning work in our lives that made the fruit possible. 

3. Our fruit shows that we are legitimate. 
When fruit is in our lives, we also show ourselves to be His disciples. A disciple is a follower 

of Jesus – someone who is vitally connected to Jesus. 
If fruit is in our lives, then it means that Jesus’ life is flowing through us. And if His life is 

flowing through us, then it means that we are vitally connected to Him. We are abiding in 
Him! 

D. Remaining in Jesus means loving Jesus. (9-10) 
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 
1. Jesus has loved us, and He calls us to love Him in return. 
2. We love Him by obeying His Word. 

“Abiding in Jesus is obeying Jesus.” (Naselli) 
 
Why did Jesus tell us all this? Obeying Him doesn’t really sound fun or exciting. Getting to 

know and understand His Word is hard work, so why would we go through the hassle? 
E. Remaining in Jesus brings the greatest joy. (11) 

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 
He has told us all these things so that we might have a growing joy! Jesus wants us to be happy. 

He wants our lives to be fulfilled and satisfying. 
Do you realize that Jesus is perfectly joyful? Because He perfectly obeyed His Father and 

remained in His Father’s love for Him, His joy is perfect! And He wants us to have that same 
kind of joy! 

He has told us that we must allow Him to abide in us and we must abide in Him so that the joy 
that He has may be in us. And when His joy is in us, then our joy will be growing. 

Guys, a life of abiding in Jesus is not stifling and miserable; obedience to Jesus is not boring and 
unhappy. 

The world will tell you that; it will offer you countless other vines that you can plug yourself into for life 
and satisfaction. But they don’t give true life! You will shrivel up and die if you try to plug yourself 
into any other “vine” than Jesus. Jesus is the true vine, and He calls us to abide in Him and allow Him 
to abide in us. 

 


