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Christ the Light of the World 
John 1:1-9; 12:27-46 

3/11/12 
 

I. Jesus came to shatter the power of darkness. 
A. Jesus came to shatter the power of death. (John 1:1-9) 

1. Life is in Jesus. 
2. His life is a light to men who are sitting in the darkness of death. 

Matt. 4:16 – The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling 
in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned." 
a. The ones sitting in darkness were hopeless. 
b. The ones sitting in darkness were powerless. 

3. Darkness and death could not and cannot overcome Jesus’ light and life. 
Background for John 12:27-46 
Jesus is speaking after His triumphant entry into Jerusalem on a donkey, and He is speaking just 

shortly before the Passover, which is when He would be crucified. So this discussion takes place 
at the very end of Jesus’ earthly ministry to people; He’s getting ready to go to the Cross. 

B. Jesus came to shatter the power of unbelief. (John 12:46) 
1. Jesus came as light. 
2. He came so that people would not remain in darkness. 
3. They are dwelling in the darkness of unbelief. 
4. People have to believe in Jesus as the Truth – the only Way of salvation – to be delivered 

from darkness. 
Transition: So Jesus came as light, and His light of life and truth shine for everyone. But not everyone 

receives His light; some choose to remain in darkness. 
 
II. Jesus came to bring people to the light. 

A. His call is gracious. 
1. Walk in the light while you have it. (12:35) 

Believe in Me while I am with you!  
John 8:12 - Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
John 9:5 - “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” (after healing a blind 

man) 
2. I will make you sons of light. (12:36) 

a. There is a new relationship. 
Jesus calls those who believe “sons”. They are drawn into a close, intimate relationship 

with Him – the light. 
b. There is a new nature. 

Those who believe are now described as offspring of light instead of offspring of 
darkness. Jesus places His light in us. Our identity has changed; we are different 
people. 

B. His call is limited. 
1. Time is short. (12:35-36) 

In this passage Jesus makes it clear that He will not be with them much longer. He would go 
shortly to His crucifixion. 



2 
 

2. Consequences are imminent and disastrous. (v 35) 
a. You will be mastered/controlled by darkness. 

The thought that you could be overtaken by and dominated by darkness for the rest of 
your life and not even realize it is a fearful prospect! 

b. You will not know where you are going. 
The one who does not believe in Jesus wanders through life aimlessly trying to figure out 

what life is all about. (1) He tries to determine what a husband/wife is supposed to be 
like, but without Jesus he has no clue. (2) He tries to determine what good he is 
accomplishing at his job, but without Jesus he has no clue. (3) He tries to figure out 
how to run his family and how to raise his kids, but without Jesus he has no clue. (4) 
He tries to understand what his life is supposed to be about, but without Jesus he has 
no clue. 

Examples: Do you know why people (even professing Christians) can justify sleeping with 
their boyfriend/girlfriend or can justify homosexuality? It’s because they are walking 
in darkness. 

c. You will remain in darkness. (v 46) 
(1) For life 

There is no light apart from Jesus. 
(2) For eternity 

In several places in the Scriptures hell is described as a place of darkness or outer 
darkness. (Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; 2 Pet. 2:4, 17) 

Application 
1. Unbelievers: Believe while you can. 

 
2. Sons of light: 

a. Let your light shine. 
(1) Live like the people God has made you to be. 

Eph. 5:8, 11 – For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light. (11) Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them. 

(2) The world needs the light. 
Matthew 5:14-16 – You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
(15) Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. (16) In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

b. Look for Jesus’ return. 
1 Thess. 5:4-5 – But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 
(5) For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness.  
Revelation 21:23 – And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
If Jesus’ light is in us and if we are going to spend eternity basking in His light, then we should 

be looking for and anticipating His return all the time. Jesus’ return should not surprise us 
or catch us off guard because children of light wait eagerly for the return of their Light. 

 
Come to the Light. Walk in the Light. Believe in the Light. Jesus is the Light of the World! 


