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Christ the Suffering Servant 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
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I. Messiah is the Servant of God. 
A. He obeyed God. 

1. He came to earth. 
John 3:17 – For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him. 
2. He always did His Father’s will in life. 

John 6:38 – For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who 
sent me. 

3. He spoke the words His Father gave Him. 
John 12:49 – For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has 

himself given me a commandment--what to say and what to speak. 
4. He submitted to the point of death. 

Isaiah 53:12 – He poured out His soul to death. 
B. He accomplished God’s eternal redemptive plan. 

Isaiah 53:10 – The will of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 
What is God’s will that is prospering through Messiah’s death? 
1. Before Creation God purposed to rescue mankind. 

Ephesians 1:3-5  
2. Messiah’s life and death were the means by which God’s plan was accomplished. 

Isaiah 53:11 – He is making many to be counted righteous! 
How?? 
53:12 – He bears the sins of many. 
 

II. Messiah is a suffering Servant. 
When we think of the Messiah being a King (as we talked about 2 weeks ago) and a triumphant King 

at that, it makes no sense that he would be a servant, let alone endure suffering. 
A. Obscurity 

53:2 – For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no 
form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 

1. Humble beginning 
You would not expect a plant to grow in a dry place; you would not expect a King to come 

from the places where Jesus lived (Bethlehem/Nazareth). 
2. Unattractive appearance 

B. Infirmity 
53:4 – Surely he has borne our griefs [sicknesses]. 
He experienced all of the wretched consequences of sin that fall on humanity. 

C. Agony 
53:4 – He has carried our sorrows [pains, sufferings]. 
He not only experienced the wretched and painful consequences of our sin, but He took on 

Himself our very sins; He carried them and was punished for them as if they were His own 
(53:6). So He suffered the punishment for sin even though He never sinned. 
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1. Mental (53:3-4) 
a. Rejection by men 

(1) He experienced contempt and disdain from the powerful people of the day. 
(2) Even from those closest to Him He experienced their refusal to acknowledge Him and 

their abandonment. 
b. Violence from His Father 

Smitten – beat or hit, inflict a wound 
Afflicted – torment, humiliate, oppress 

2. Physical (53:5) 
a. Pierced for our transgressions 
b. Crushed for our iniquities 
c. Scourged for our peace 
d. Wounded for our healing 

D. Deformity 
52:14 – his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of 

the children of mankind. 
Appearance – countenance or face 
Form – shape  
Marred – disfigured, inhumanly deformed 

 
So, why did Messiah suffer? 
 

III. Messiah is the Servant of men. 
He did for mankind what mankind could not do for themselves; He served us so that we could be 

exalted; He died so that we could live. 
A. He was crushed in our place (53:4, 6, 10). 

1. He took our sins on Himself. 
2. He suffered the wrath of God aimed at us. 

Phil. 2:7-8 – the made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. (8) And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

B. He makes many righteous (53:11). 
We could only suffer for our sins; we could not rescue ourselves from them. But Jesus took them 

from us, carried them Himself, suffered for them, and still was triumphant! 
In doing this, He transferred to us His perfect righteousness, so now we stand perfectly righteous 

as He is. 
C. He intercedes for sinners (53:12). 

1. He prays for those who have not yet believed (John 17:20). 
2. He prays for those that are already His (Rom. 8:34). 

 
Application 
How do we respond to Jesus being a servant? 

Matt. 20:25-28 – But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. (26) It shall not be so among you. 
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, (27) and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, (28) even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
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This world is clamoring for us to be as comfortable as we can be. “You’re not supposed to experience 

pain; you’re not supposed to be inconvenienced by a teacher or a parent; you’re not supposed to 
be the low guy on the totem pole; you’re supposed to be the top dog; you’re supposed to enjoy 
your day; you’re supposed to feel good all the time; everyone should like you.” 

But Jesus was called the “man of sorrows”. His life was not comfortable; His days were not always 
“fun” and “enjoyable”; people didn’t like Him. 

We must follow our Master-Servant. 
1. Serve our God. 

John 12:24-26 – Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. (25) Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. (26) If anyone serves me, he 
must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the 
Father will honor him. 

a. Die to self. 
b. Lose your life. 
c. Follow Jesus. 
 
How do you “follow Jesus”? 

 
2. Serve men. 

John 13:12-17 – When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 
place, he said to them, "Do you understand what I have done to you? (13) You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. (14) If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. (15) For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you. (16) Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. (17) If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

 
Examples: If you are a child of God and He has made you His… 
(1) When you go home after school and it’s been a long, rough day, your life is not your own. The 

only thing you may feel like doing is getting on Facebook or playing video games, but you are 
a servant of God and of others. 

(2) When you walk in here on Sundays, your life is not your own. You may feel like sitting by 
yourself and not talking to people, or you may feel like talking only to a certain person or 
couple of people, but you are a servant of God and a servant of others. 

 
Jesus served us, and His service has changed us forever. How can we not serve Him and serve for Him in 

return?! 


