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Background 
God has brought 9 plagues on the land of Egypt so that they will let the nation of Israel go from captivity. 

Up to this point Pharaoh (the ruler of Egypt) has hardened his heart at every new plague and has 
refused to let Israel leave. So now the Lord is going to bring the worst and final plague on the land of 
Egypt, and they will not only let Israel go, but they will also know that the God of Israel is the true 
God. 

Exodus 12:1-14 
 

I. Under God’s Law He required the sacrifice of a lamb for sin. 
A. The lamb had to be unblemished. 

1. God is holy – unique, set apart from His people, so He would only accept a unique sacrifice. 
Deut. 17:1 – j“You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep in which is a 

blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to the LORD your God. 
2. This sacrifice emphasized to them the huge distance between God and His holiness and them 

and their sinfulness. 
B. Its blood had to be shed. 

1. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Heb. 9:22) 
a. The blood of lambs did not really have power to forgive sins. 
b. But God forgave His people when they obeyed His law. 

2. God passed over the houses where blood was on the door posts. 
Exodus 12:13 – The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike 
the land of Egypt. 

 
II. In God’s grace He provided the greater sacrifice for sin. 

A. Jesus Christ was the perfect Man. 
Heb. 9:13-14 – For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 

ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, (14) how much more will qthe blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit roffered himself without blemish to God, spurify our1 
conscience tfrom dead works uto serve the living God.   

I Peter 1:18-19 – knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, (19) but with the precious blood 
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

B. Jesus’ blood had to be shed. 
1. Lambs could not ultimately take away sins. 

a. Lambs had to be killed every year at Passover (Exodus 12:14). 
b. This repetition revealed that the people’s sin was not ultimately taken care of. 
c. The repeated sacrifice just reminded the people of their sin. 

Heb. 10:3 – But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 
2. Only Jesus could forgive sins by His blood. 

a. The sacrifice of lambs was merely a foreshadowing of the greater event – Christ’s 
sacrifice. 
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Heb. 10:1, 4 – For since the law has but va shadow wof the good things to come instead of 
the true form of these realities, xit can never, by the same sacrifices that are 
continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. (4) For ait is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

b. Jesus’ sacrifice was a once-for-all-time event. 
c. His sacrifice brings ultimate forgiveness of sins. 

Heb. 9:26 – for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself. 

3. Jesus’ sacrifice brings us to God. 
Heb. 10:19-22 – 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by 

the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Now God does not merely pass over those who are under Jesus’ blood; He adopts them into 
His family! 

 
Conclusion and Application 

Hebrews 10:19-26 – 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession without wavering, for 
he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 

1. Pray! 
Let us draw near (22). 

2. Believe! 
Let us hold fast the confession of our faith (23). 

3. Exhort and encourage! 
Let us consider how to stir up each other to love and good works (24). 
Christ’s sacrifice has not begun to effect its change if we continue in sin (26). 
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