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Christ the Obedient Son 
Genesis 22 

10/2/11 
 
Background 
God had made promises to Abraham (Gen. 15) – his descendants would be as numerous as the stars of 

heaven. 
However, Abraham and Sarah had no children and didn’t know how God’s promises were going to be 

fulfilled, so Sarah asked Abraham to try to work things out – sleep with her servant, Hagar, and have 
a child by her. 

Hagar did have a son, but his name was Ishmael; he was not the son of promise. 
God reappeared to Abraham and again made promises to him… (Gen. 17) 

Sarah would have a son. 
All peoples of the earth would be blessed through Abraham and his descendants. 
Abraham and his descendants would receive the land of Canaan. 

Finally, God gave a son to Sarah when she was 90 and Abraham was 100. Isaac was the son of promise – 
the son through whom Abraham’s descendants would come.  

So Isaac was pretty special to them: he was the one they had been waiting for for years; he was the one 
through whom all of God’s promises would be fulfilled. 

 
Genesis 22:1-14 
 
Discussion 
All through the OT there are things and people which foreshadow Christ; they give glimpses of Him and 

point to Him. 
So why would we turn to this passage to look for and talk about Christ? What do we see here that 

foreshadows Him or gives us a glimpse of Him? 

1. Isaac was Abraham’s only son whom he loved; Christ was God’s only Son whom He loved (Mt. 
3.17; 17.5). 

2. Abraham laid the wood for the offering on Isaac; Christ carried His cross (Jn. 19.17). 
3. Abraham did not spare his own son; God did not spare His own Son (Gen. 22.12; Rom. 8.32; Heb. 

11.17). 
4. Abraham was the one who had to sacrifice Isaac; God crushed His Son (Isaiah 53.10). 
5. Abraham received Isaac back from the dead figuratively (Heb. 10:19); Christ rose from the dead 

literally (Jn. 10.17-18). 
 
 

I. Christ submitted to His authorities. 
A. Isaac’s obedience 

1. Isaac obeyed even when he didn’t understand. 
a. He probably didn’t understand why they were travelling 3 days to sacrifice. 
b. He didn’t understand why they didn’t have a lamb to sacrifice 
c. We don’t have any record that he complained or questioned. 

2. Isaac submitted even when he did understand. 
Even at the moment when Abraham revealed to Isaac that he was the sacrifice, Isaac still 

submitted to his father and to God. 
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Abraham was well over 100, and Isaac was probably a pre-teen or a teen. Yet we read of 
Abraham binding his son and laying him on the altar. 

B. Christ’s obedience 
1. Christ always obeyed His heavenly Father. 

The difference between Isaac and Christ is that Christ knew what He was doing and where He 
was going all along. 

a. In eternity past He agreed to be sent by the Father to redeem mankind (Acts 2:23). 
b. While on earth He did all that His Father wanted Him to do (John 6:38; 8:29). 

2. Christ even obeyed His earthly parents (Luke 2:51). 
Pastor Brooks mentioned this last week – as godly as Joseph and Mary were, they were still 

imperfect humans. There were probably times when it was very hard to submit to them. 
 

II. Christ gave Himself as the substitute Sacrifice. 
Isaac did not realize initially that he was the sacrifice; he asked the question, “Where is the lamb?” 

We can see in Abraham’s answer, “God will provide for Himself a lamb” a reference not only to 
Isaac’s situation but to Christ’s.  

John the Baptist proclaimed of Christ, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.” (Jn. 1.29) 

 
Christ laid down His life. (Jn. 10:17-18) 

When Isaac was on the altar and Abraham’s hand was poised to fall on his son, God stopped 
Abraham. When Christ was on the Cross and God’s hand was poised to crush His Son, God’s 
hand fell! 

Isaac was spared; there was an animal substitute for him. But Christ was crushed; there was no 
substitute for Him; He was the substitute. 

 
The beautiful conclusion is that Abraham named the place “Jehovah-jireh” – “The LORD will provide”. 

God provided a ram for Abraham to sacrifice in place of Isaac, and God has provided The Lamb as a 
sacrifice in place of every sinner who repents and believes. 

 
Conclusion and Application 
Christ is the obedient Son. He perfectly obeyed throughout His life, and He obeyed to the point of death. 

In doing so He gave Himself as the Substitute for all who would repent and believe. 

1. Believe that Jesus is your Substitute. 
I know that there must be teens in our group who do not believe that Jesus is your Substitute – the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
When God’s hand of judgment falls, you do not want to be on the altar, and you don’t have to be. 

Jesus laid Himself down in your place and took God’s hand of judgment. Believe that and turn to 
Christ as your Substitute. 

2. Live as an obedient son or daughter. 
If you have believed in Him and you are His child, then by His perfect obedience and His substitution 

for you, He has made it possible for you to be an obedient son or daughter. 
a. Obey when you don’t understand. 
b. Submit when you do understand (and don’t agree). 


