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Christ the Rescuer 
Genesis 1-3 

9/18/11 
Introductory Thoughts 
God created everything good. When He finished His creative work and looked out over it, He said that it 

was “very good”. (Gen. 1.31) 
God created man to rule over creation under Him. (Gen. 1:26-28) 
However, God also gave man a choice whether to love and obey Him or to go his own way. (Gen. 2.15-

17) 
God created the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
God told Adam not to eat its fruit. 
God didn’t have to create the tree or tell man not to eat from it; He didn’t have to give man a choice. 

But He did. 
God allowed man the ability to choose who he would love and serve; God did not make man a 

pre-programmed robot. 
The serpent tempted Eve to disobey God’s one command. 

He insinuated that God was keeping something from her; God was not allowing her to have 
something that was good for her. 

Eve believed the serpent’s deception. 
She saw that the fruit would be good to eat. (What’s wrong with that?) 
She saw that the fruit was beautiful to look at. (What could be wrong with it?) 
She realized that the fruit would give her wisdom and knowledge she didn’t have. 

Adam chose to eat the fruit along with Eve. 
It is easy to think, “What’s the big deal? They ate some fruit off of another tree.” 
But the reality is that Adam and Even turned from God and His way; they turned from loving and 

obeying God. Instead they decided that their way was better; their decision would give them 
more happiness and joy than what God had told them. 

They doubted God’s word and God’s goodness. They thought that He was keeping something from 
them that they needed or should have. 

Application: That is the essence of temptation: God is keeping something from me that is good or 
that I want, and I know better than God does what is good for me. 

(1) Even though God has said this family that I’m in is good for me, I think I should have a different 
family. 

(2) Even though God has said that sex is beautiful in marriage and reserved only for that, I think it’s 
better to indulge in it now. 

(3) Even though God has created me with the just the gifts and abilities that He wants me to have, I 
think that it would be better for me to be like someone else. 

Read Genesis 3:8-24. 

I. Adam’s sin wrecked God’s good creation. 
Results of Adam’s rebellion… 

Fear and shame (3.10) 
Hostility between people (3.15) 
Pain and difficulty for women in childbirth (3.16) 
Conflict within the family – the tightest-knit unit for humanity (3.16) 
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Cursed ground (3.17) 
Hard, difficult, frustrating, sweaty labor for food and existence (3.19) 
Death and decay – return to the dust (3.19) 
Lost communion and broken relationship with God (3.23-24) 
Every person born is born in sin 

 
Transition: In the midst of this dark and despondent situation God gives a ray of light and hope (3.15). 
Eve’s descendant would crush the serpent’s head, although His heel would be crushed. 

So what would Adam and Eve be thinking when they heard this? (Remember that they’ve never 
heard the name Jesus, and they have no clue who or what is coming in the future.) 

God’s curses and the effects of sin would be reversed through this One; the bad things would be 
undone, and everything would be made right again. 

 
II. A Rescuer would come to restore God’s creation. 

So that means Christ will cause everything to be as it was meant to be. 
No more fear and no more guilt 
Perfect unity between people 
No pain or discomfort or difficulty 
Creation free from the curse of decay and foreign substances 
Work that is enjoyable and not tedious or frustrating 
Eternal life 
Perfect and unhindered fellowship and relationship with God 
 

Conclusion and Application 
So what does it mean for us today that Christ is the Rescuer who makes all things right again? 

1. You cannot fix your personal problems. 
a. Some of you may profess to be believers in Jesus, but you are trying to make your life work 

without Him in the picture. You are trapped in sin. 
b. Some of you may not even believe in Jesus; maybe you haven’t come to the point where you 

have placed your faith in Him as the Rescuer that you need. You’re trying to make life work with 
Him. 

I say to both of you, “Life without the Rescuer doesn’t work!” 
The greatest privilege for Adam and Eve was to be in God’s presence – to walk with Him and talk 

with Him. But when they sinned, they were driven from God’s presence, and there was 
nothing that they could do to restore that relationship. God had to fix it. 

There is nothing that you can do to make life work without the God – the Christ – of the Bible. 
You cannot overcome your own sins and failures on your own; you cannot become a better 
person on your own; you cannot find your way to God on your own. You need the Rescuer! 

 
2. You cannot fix other people. 

a. Some of you are in family situations which are really tough. 
E.g., Mom isn’t part of the family anymore; Dad isn’t loving and discipling you; parents fight at 

home. 
Don’t get angry at them when they don’t act/live the way you think they should. Pray for them 

instead because they need the Rescuer.  
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Don’t feel guilt that you can’t fix the problem – can’t make things right. You are not the Rescuer; 
there’s only one. 

 
b. Some of you know unbelieving people (family member, friend at school) whose lives are 

wrecked. 
We can try to love them and be friends with them, but if Christ is the Rescuer – the One who will 

make all things right, then there is no other way for all the bad to be made right. No amount 
of human effort will fix the wrongs in our lives. 

People need to hear about the Rescuer! There is only one Person who can crush evil and who can 
conquer sin; there is only one Person who can make wrong things right; there is only one 
Person who can heal what is broken, and He is Christ, the Rescuer. 


