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Christ the Word 
John 1:1-2, 14, 18 
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John 1:1-2, 14, 18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 
Terms 
What is the distinction between “the Word” and “Jesus”? 

The Word is the title given to the 2nd Person of the Godhead (the Son) before He took on a human 
body. Jesus is the name given to the man who was also God – the Word. 

I. The Word was in the beginning. (1) 
A. He always existed.  

Here He is at the beginning, the start of everything we know, and He was already existing. So He 
never has a starting point. 

B. He was before all things (that were not God). 
Nothing came before Him; everything we read about, see, hear, know of came after Him. 

Everything else had a starting point. 
C. He is preeminent. 

Definition: to stand out; having paramount (superior to all; supreme) rank, dignity, or 
importance 

Col. 1:15-19 
II. The Word was with God. (1) 

A. He was distinct from God. 
If you are with something or someone, that means that they are distinct from you. 
Example: We don’t normally say, “I was with myself.” We say that we were with other people. 

B. He was not alone. 
The Word was not lonely. 

C. He had a relationship with God. 
“With God” carries the idea that there was very deep and intimate fellowship going on. God and 

the Word were “face to face” in a sense; they were fellowshipping together. 
III. The Word was God. (1) 

A. He is divine. 
B. He is not "other than God". 
C. He always has been divine. 

Just like He always existed, so He has always been God. There never was a time when God was 
not. 

What great doctrine/truth does this first verse describe – the Word being with God and the Word 
being God? 
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It is the Trinity. Although the word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible, there are several passages 
like this that make it very clear that we have One God, but that that One God reveals Himself in 
Three Persons. 

IV. The Word was in the beginning with God. (2) 
A. He is eternal. 

Rev. 22:13 – I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 
B. He is distinct from God. 
C. He is God. 

V. The Word reveals God. (14, 18) 
A. He became a man. (14) 

1. He took on a body. 
2. He lived among men for a short time. 

B. He remained God. 
He never lost any part of His "Godness". 

C. He showed men the glory of God - grace and truth. 
1. His words 
2. His teachings 
3. His life 

D. He unveiled the invisible God. (18) 
1. The Word is the only God. 
2. The Word is at the Father’s side. 

This speaks again of their intimate relationship. 
3. The Word has fully revealed God. 

In the Godhead, the Son functions as the revealer of God and the reality of God, which is a 
central theme throughout John’s Gospel.1

  

To know Jesus is to know God. Jesus is the Father’s ultimate revelation of Himself… To see 
and know Jesus is to see and know the Father (loving sinners, helping the weak, accepting 
the outcast, receiving children and women)!2 

Conclusion 

1. Submit to Christ because He is God. 
He was before all things; He is the Alpha and the Omega – the beginning and the end; He is 

preeminent – He is the most important Person. 
He is Lord, and He rules over everything; He deserves our allegiance and our obedience. 

2. Believe in Christ as God. 
There is no other true god; every other idol who claims to be a god is a liar. 

3. Look at/Listen to Christ to learn about God. 
The greatest experience for a human being is to look on God. Seeing God changes you – your 

perspective on life, what you live for, what is important to you. 
If Jesus Christ is truly the Word who reveals God, then we must look into the Scriptures to see 

Christ and through Him we will see God. 
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