
1 
 

Phil. 3:1-11 “Rejoice in the Lord.” What has impacted me this week as I’ve studied this is that I don’t 
think Paul is merely saying, “Be a happy person.” I think he is saying, “Find your delight, your 
satisfaction, your treasure in the Lord – in Christ.” 

I. God’s people exalt Christ. (1-8) 
A. Beware of people who add things to Christ. (2) 

1. How does Paul describe these people? 
Dogs: vile, filthy, mean, and ignorant person 
Evildoers 
Mutilators of the flesh 

2. What are these people teaching? 
a. These were the Judaizers – those who taught that you needed to believe in Jesus but that 

you also had to practice the Jewish rituals. 
b. They thought that they were the true people of God because of the rituals that they 

practiced. 
B. Brag in Christ alone. (3) 

But the true people of God are actually those who… 
1. Worship by the Spirit of God: minister or serve; to perform religious rites as a part of worship 
2. Glory in Christ: boast in or brag about; rejoice in 
3. Put no confidence in the flesh: to believe or trust in something so much that you rely or lean 

on it 
C. Beware of adding things to Christ yourself. (4-6) 

1. Relying on our person accomplishments is pointless. 
Paul says that if anyone has reason to lean or rely on or trust in what they can do in addition 

to Christ, then he is that man. 
a. Circumcised on the 8th day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews – grew up in a Christian family, parents well-known, went to a good church 
b. As to the law, a Pharisee – obeyed the rules, didn’t get demerits or get busted by parents, 

memorized Bible verses, got awards 
c. As to zeal, a persecutor of the church – committed to the church, at almost every service, 

helped out with service opportunities 
d. As to righteousness under the law, blameless – never committed a crime 

2. Nothing is worthy of taking Christ’s place. (7) 
a. All of our accomplishments and achievements are as hurtful damage or loss. 

The things that we would normally think are beneficial to us (e.g. background, family, 
school awards, sports championships, job skills, cool life experiences) can actually be 
harmful. 

If those things keep us from Christ, then they are the ultimate damage and hurt. 
b. Christ is the only worthy pursuit. 

I realize that He is the one great treasure! 
3. Consider everything that would take His place to be trash. (8) 

II. God’s people value Christ. (8-11) 
A. Gain Him to be found in Him. (8-9) 

1. You must invest in Him in order to receive a return. 
This is not a one-way street in which God does everything for you and you just sit there and 

soak it all in. This is a relationship, and God calls for you to pour yourself into Christ, to 
commit yourself to Him.  
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2. You will then begin to experience the joy and satisfaction that comes from your standing in 
Him.  
As you give yourself to Him, you are found in Him, and the return/reward is beyond our 

understanding.  
B. Pursue Him to know Him. (8a, 10-11) 

Knowing Christ – This is the great privilege and joy of a believer’s life. I now get to experience and 
know personally the God who created the universe, who chose me to be His child, and who 
rescued me from sin and damnation. I get to experience and personally know the Son of God 
who left Heaven’s glories for me. I get to know the God-Man who resisted all sin and lived the 
perfect life for me. I get to know the Savior who died in my place and for my sins. 

1. You have to invest in Christ in order to know Him. 
You’re not going to know someone that you never spend time with. You’re not going to love 

someone that you never get to know. 
2. You have to seek Christ in order to experience in your life the power that raised Him from the 

dead. 
God exercises the same power in our lives that He did in order to raise Jesus from the dead. 
Application: So why is it that you are still bound by sin? God’s power that He used to raise 

Jesus from the dead is at work in us to free us from sin. So why does that sin still 
dominate you? Why do you still give in to it? Could it be because you do not know Jesus – 
you are not valuing Him and treasuring Him and knowing Him? 

3. You have to be committed to Christ in order to be willing to suffer like He did. 
Paul is saying that he wants to suffer along with Christ. People don’t normally suffer for 

someone they don’t know. Paul is revealing that He knew that Jesus was worth it; Jesus 
was worth the pain and the suffering. Jesus was worth all that Paul could give to Him and 
do for Him. 

4. You have to be devoted to Christ in order to die for Him. 
a. You have to realize that Jesus is worth more than life. 
b. You have to understand that He gives life after death.  
Application: It could be easy to sit here in this safe, comfortable room and claim that we are 

ready to die for Jesus. But are you dying for Jesus today? Are you dying to yourself – your 
dreams, your ambitions, your goals, your pursuits? Do you consider your 
accomplishments to be trash because you are pursuing and knowing Jesus as your 
greatest treasure? 

Conclusion 
Jesus calls us to find our joy and satisfaction in Him. We are to rejoice in the Lord – not in our own 

accomplishments, not in our own achievements and abilities. Those are trash when compared to the 
glory of knowing and personally experiencing Jesus. 

Are you valuing Him? Are you treasuring Jesus above anyone and anything else? Is He more than life to 
you? 


