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I. Don’t grumble or complain. 
Grumble: a whispering, grumbling talk in private; muttering or murmuring 
Question: to argue about differences of opinion 

It carries the idea of discussion or debate, with an under-thought of suspicion or doubt. 
A. You will be spotless people. 

1. Blameless: free from fault or defect; deserving no censure 
2. Innocent: unmixed; intact 
3. Without blemish: faultless in the sense of being pure and holy 
James 3:2 – For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a 

perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 
B. You will show that you are children of God. 

Why would children of God not be grumblers and complainers?  
1. Children of God love their Father. 

What is to complain about when we realize that the Creator-God has adopted us into His family and 
given us all the benefits and rewards which Jesus has? 

2. Children of God love their Savior. 
What’s to complain about when we realize that Jesus has taken our sins on Himself and paid the 

eternal penalty for them?  
What’s to complain about when He has given us His righteousness so that we now stand before God 

as His children? 
3. Children of God love their brothers and sisters. 

What’s to complain about when we realize that we are all forgiven sinners? That person who is 
annoying me is a sinner that God set His love on and brought into His family. 

James 1:26 – If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless. 

C. You will shine as lights in our dark world. 
1. We live in a corrupt world. 

Crooked: corrupt; wicked; morally crooked; winding (like a river or a snake) 
2. This corrupt world seeks to corrupt us. 

Twisted: mislead or pervert from belief or right behavior; turn away from (myself or turn others away) 
Areas in which it is easy for us to grumble or complain… 

1. Home – Complain to parents about their decisions. 
2. School – Grumble with your friends about teachers or administrators or rules 
3. Facebook – Just because Facebook asks, “What’s on your mind?” doesn’t mean that it’s godly or 

biblical to share our sinful thoughts with the world. 
II. Be filled with the Word. 

Hold fast 
A. Pay close attention to the Scripture. 

Meditation cultivates gratitude! 
When you are reading and thinking on Scripture and its truths about God are filling your thinking, then 

you are not meditating on yourself and your own wants. 
B. Hold the Scripture out to others. 

Be different! Be a light! 
1. Home 
2. School  
3. Youth group 
4. Facebook – This is a great place to be a light. So many people complain on Facebook. We should be 

using it for edification and building up! 
Conclusion 
Children of God are grateful people. This isn’t natural, but God’s powerful Gospel is at work to transform sinners 

from grumbling, complaining wretches to grateful, praising sons and daughters. 


